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Serving Adams, Brown, Fayette, Gallia, Highland, Jackson, Lawrence, 
Pike, Ross, and Scioto Counties

Founded 1995
Our Mission . . .

To encourage through education and demonstration the sound management and appreciation of woodlands,
wildlife, soil and water resources. To provide information and technical assistance to members interested in

the planning, management, and the use of forestry resources for economic and recreational purposes.
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S Dana Harsh, Chair                                   John Schmidt , Co-Chair

740-835-6491                                  (614) 272-5909 
dharsh1958@yahoo.com                medicinewoodsohio@gmail.com

Jim Meacham, Treasurer                           Betsy Pierson, Secretary
740-988-2073                                            740-703-1645

jmeach42@gmail.com                               prsn@horizonview.net

Joe & P.J. Gordy, Board                    Tim Shoemaker, Editor
President & Vice President                        740-851-9127

740-634-2470                                             tshoe140@horizonview.net
pjhunny@bright.net                                   

SOFA Meeting Minutes
March 9, 2017

Chair Dana Harsh opened the meeting by thanking everyone for 
attending and for bringing such tasty dishes.  The evening’s program was 
given in concert by Tom Spetnagel, Ross County Auditor, and Dave Apsley, 
Natural Resource Specialist for OSU Extension.  Tom spoke first about the 
irony of his landing in a position that is responsible for administering the 
dictates of tax law regarding real estate since tax law was his very least 
favorite subject in law school! However, he was able to explain that the law 
has been crafted to represent our cultural value of nature and the preservation
of our undeveloped land and woods. He explained how incentives have been 
built into the law to protect farmed and forested land - both through CAUV 
and Ohio Forest Tax Law.  He compared and contrasted the two different 
applications using a hypothetical piece of property.  As he stressed, each 
parcel of land is different and a land owner’s best course of action is to: Meet
with the County Auditor; request a copy of your property record card(s); 
compare your purchase price to the Auditor’s value; evaluate available tax-
saving programs - all prior to committing to a course of action. He mentioned
other opportunities for tax relief for various groups of people and asked that 
we spread the word about special exemptions available to disabled veteran 
landowners. Tom took some pretty complex concepts and made them clear so
that we can know what avenues are open to us and make informed decisions. 

Cont'd

 
May your day be filled

with blessings! 
Life is short... forgive

quickly, love truly, laugh
uncontrollably...
and never regret

anything that made you
smile
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S.O.F.A. Resource
Advisers

Mark Rickey, DNR, Vinton,
Hocking Ross

740-774-1596  ext  109
Mark.Rickey@dnr.state.oh.us

Perry Brannan, DNR, Jackson,
Lawrence, Galia, Meigs

740-589-9915
Perry.Brannan@dnr.state.oh.us 

Brad Wireman, DNR, Fayette,
Clinton, Highland, Pike

Adams, Scioto
740-493-2441

brad.wireman@dnr,state.oh.us

Cameron Bushong, DNR, Athens,
Morgan, Washington

740-596-1102
Camron.Bushong@dnr,state,oh,us

Stephen Rist, DNR, Service Forest
Coordinator. Madison, Pickaway

740-774-1596 ext 103
Stephen.Rist@dnr.state.oh.us

Dave Apsley, Nat’l Resource
Specialist         740-286-2177

dapsley@postoffice.ag.ohio.state.
edu

Mike Besonen, West Dist Forester,
South Central Ohio

740-772-3681
Michael.besonen@glatfelter.com

                                                         Minutes Cont'd

Next up was Dave's program “Woodland Management: Tips that 
Pay.” He covered the importance of: knowing your goals in owning and managing 
woodlands; developing a forestry management plan for planning and guidance; having 
an inventory of your trees; focusing your activities where they will have the most impact
on meeting your goals; protecting your woods; obtaining assistance from a professional 
forester prior to having a timber harvest; and keeping informed about what is happening 
in your woods. As with most important aspects of our lives, a thoughtful, well planned 
and monitored approach to assessing, planning, implementing and monitoring our 
woodlands has proven to be the best approach to meeting our goals.  As always, Dave 
taught us helpful concepts in a fun way.  

We learned a lot from Tom and Dave, despite the fact most of us are 
“oldish” woodland owners!
                          The business portion of the meeting illuminated the following:  John 
Hilger and Ramie Pierson reported short, early sap runs for this year’s maple syrup 
season. All the buck's have not lost their antlers yet. Dana built and installed a barn owl 
nesting box in his shop and got a screech owl tenant instead! John King has been busy 
keeping the SOFA calendar up-to-date with Day in the Woods and Pike Soil and Water 
programs - Check it out! Treasurer Jim Meacham reports we are solvent and will be able
to send two kids to Forestry Camp. Please pay your dues for the year if you haven’t yet. 
We will be voting on proposed by-law changes and adoption of a conflict-of-interest 
policy at the April meeting. Anybody with experience with a solar drying kiln should get
with Rick Wright. 

Trusty Joe Gordy adjourned the meeting.  
Respectfully submitted:  Betsy Pierson

Ohio DNR and Ohio EPA Restrict
Open Burns 

Ohio Revised Code 1503.18 Ohio DNR 
Forestry prohibits outdoor open burning and prescribed 
fires in the months of March, April, May, October, and 
November between 6am and 6pm. This ban includes 
burning of yard waste, trash, and debris, even in a proper 
burn barrel. 

Even outside the time and date restrictions, any person 
conducting a burn must obtain landowner permission, 
remain with the fire while it is burning, and take all 
reasonable precautions to prevent the fire from escaping.

Contact Ohio Division of Forestry 1-877-247-8733.

Contact: Mark E. Rickey
Service Forester - ODNR Forestry

345 Allen Ave.
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601

Ph: (740) 774-1596  Ext. 109

SCIOTO TRAILS FOREST
8:00 AM

Oct 26th 2017
BEST MANAGEMENT

PRACTICES

Oct 27th 2017
CHAINSAW LEVEL 1

Registration Required
$50 for non OFA members 

Enhance Wildlife Habitat
   Woodland habitats benefit a variety of wildlife species including many species 
that are at risk. While not all wildlife species require extensive forest habitat, most 
species use woods or benefit from them indirectly.
   You can help by managing your woodlot to maintain health and by expanding 
your woodlot where possible. Every action will help support your greater area’s 
woodland wildlife habitat.
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SOFA members are great
Cooks!

 Try this featured recipe by 
WAYNE

 First:   Combine all ingredients and mix well. Pour into a well greased 10 inch Dutch Oven. Bake at 350 degrees (3rd hook over the fire)
about 20 minutes.

 Second: Make sure you Invite Rick to bring some maple syrup to serve with Charley Bread.

THE ADVENTURES OF WAYNE & TIM

Tim:        “So....this morning were having a breakfast of Charley Bread & Sausage?”                                      
Wayne:   “Yup! And I invited Rick. He's bringin' Maple Syrup!”
Tim:       “Here he comes now.” 
Rick:      “Hey guys, I brought some antler sheds to show you, I've been doing pretty good.”
Wayne:   “Is that binoculars on your front seat?” 
Rick:       “Yeah...I sometimes look in fields for sheds as I'm driving the back roads”
Tim:        “(Whispering to Wayne) Remind me not to ride with him!” 
Wayne:   “I'm pretty hungry....let's get started cooking.”
Rick:      “This guy is always hungry isn't he?”
Tim:       “I think it was when he was a kid, they didn't have much.....so he's making up for it now!”
Wayne:     “Did you bring that maple syrup Rick? The Charley Bread  and sausage is done”
Rick:         “Right here.....sure looks and smells good!”
Wayne:     “Pour some of that maple syrup on my Charley Bread …..will you?”
Tim:         “Well Wayne, another great campfire cooking experience, fame and fourtune are gonna find us!”
Rick:        “ I have to admit....this is some mighty fine eatin' right here at the campfire!”

There are only four words in the English language which end in "dous":~
tremendous, horrendous, stupendous, and hazardous

There are two words in the English language that have all five vowels in
order:  "abstemious" and "facetious."

CHARLEY BREAD
1 cup yellow corn meal      1 cup flour

1 Tbs baking powder          2 Tbs sugar
1 tsp salt                             ½ cup oil
8 oz can creamed corn       2 eggs

1 cup sour cream 

At the April SOFA meeting, we will be amending the bylaws to: reflect current reality regarding executive
committee composition and responsibilities (we no longer have a program chair, we do have a Webmaster); the

fact that we now operate digitally (the secretary doesn't distribute meeting minutes, but rather emails them to the
newsletter editor); and the fact that our annual meeting takes place in December.  We will also be presenting a

conflict of interest policy for adoption. (Executive committee members must recuse themselves from a vote, the
outcome of which may benefit them financially.)



APRIL 2017                             www.ohiosofa.org                                P a g e 4

S.O.F.A.
THE TENAIVE SCHEDULE FOR 2017

April 13  Emily Archibald, private lands wildlife biologist will speak at our meeting about wildlife 
habitat.

May 11 What Your Woods Will Look Like; a Visual Presentation of various Management Photos  
June 17 (Saturday).....................Gina and Gary Hochenberer's Farm Tour
July 13             Water Features on Your Land
August 10            Program Planning
September 16 (Saturday)..................... Tree ID & Bring a Kid Day
October 12           Indian Signal Trees
November 9            Open Mic Night
December 14          Annual Meeting and Celebration.

                                        2017 A DAY in the WOODS- TENTATIVE Schedule

April 14th – BONUS – Wild Culinary and Propagation Adventures; 9 am-3:30 PM; Sponsored by United Plant
Savers, Hopewood Holistic Health, Rural Action and Ohio State University.  A Registration Fee $20 will be

handled by UpS; Meigs County Ohio near Rutland

May 12th  – Spring Night Creatures; 6:30 PM to 10 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. Registration
fee $10.

June 9th  – Breeding Birds; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.

July 14th – Crawley Creatures in Your Woods (Insects/ Arachnids: good, bad & ugly) ; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton
Furnace State Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.

July 28th -BONUS – Summer Tree Identification.  9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural
Resources. Registration fee $10.

August 11th– Improving habitat to Attract Game Wildlife Species; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.

September 8th – Tips, Tools and Techniques to Improve Your Woods; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.

October 13t – White Oak- Importance, Ecology and Management; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State
Experimental Forest. Registration fee $10.

October 27th -BONUS – From Trees to Lumber; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Hocking College School of Natural Resources.
Registration fee $10.

November 17th – Winter Tree & Shrub Identification; 9 AM – 3:30 PM; Vinton Furnace State Experimental
Forest. Registration fee $10.

November 17th  -Evening BONUS – Stargazing; Vinton Furnace State Experimental Forest. 7 PM to 10 PM; No
Registration Fee.

                                 For reservatins contact Dave Aspley @ apsley.1@osu.edu

Object 1

Two fish swim into a concrete wall. One turns to the other and says 'Dam!'
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Joe Blundo  
                                The Columbus Dispatch (Condensed from original)

   “Here's a measure of how full John Schmidt's life has played out: He considers the time he was shot while 
working as a private detective too insignificant to mention.”

   “We don't talk about that," said Schmidt, 95, when the subject came up recently. He was young, he said, and the 
wound was minor.
   Leave that aside, and what's left?
   Collegiate pole-vaulting champion, actor and singer on Broadway, Ohio State University professor, pioneer of 
live television on WOSU, member of a renowned senior acting troupe and national tree farmer of the year — to 
say nothing of husband, father and grandfather.
   Schmidt was born in Mount Gilead in 1922. As a student at Ohio State in the 1940s, he was known as an 
accomplished singer and a talented pole-vaulter with a high pain threshold. (The Lantern, the OSU student 
newspaper, produced a story on "Dauntless Johnnie Schmidt" and all the body parts he'd fractured and ruptured 
while vaulting.)

   Schmidt, who studied music at OSU, was drafted into the Army during World War II, but a burst appendix cut 
short his military career during basic training. He returned to OSU and became a Big Ten and national pole-
vaulting champion; he is in the OSU Athletics Hall of Fame.
   His career in show business began when he won a scholarship to study with the Metropolitan Opera in New 
York. While there in 1945, he tried out for the Broadway play "Polonaise"; won a part; and met his future wife, 
Mary Woiceske, a singer who was in the show chorus.

   Schmidt would go on to appear in the Broadway plays "Brigadoon," "Out of This World" and "Paint Your 
Wagon." Mary was in "Annie Get Your Gun" and provided the off-stage singing voice for a lip-syncing Helen 
Hayes in "Happy Birthday."
   By 1955, John and Mary had had three of their five children, and she was tired of being alone while John was on 
the road with touring productions.

"Mary was, let's say, a little adamant," Schmidt said.
He had an offer to serve as stage manager for "My Fair Lady," but the couple decided instead to leave their 

home in New Jersey and move to Columbus, where Schmidt's father was an Ohio State University professor of 
rural sociology. Schmidt himself would become a professor of speech and television, supervisor of special 
programming for WOSU-TV, on-air personality for both WOSU-TV and radio, and producer of educational films 
for the OSU extension service.

Schmidt's basement is full of 16-mm films with titles such as "Safe Drinking Water" and "Control of Pests in 
Alfalfa." On many of them, he served as producer, cinematographer and actor.
   Schmidt and his wife also appeared in many area stage productions, perhaps most notably "I Was Young ... Now 
I'm Wonderful," a play about aging that drew international attention in 1991. The show was produced by 
Grandparents Living Theatre, the forerunner of SRO Theatre.

   On Schmidt's fireplace mantle is one of his more prized mementos: a photo of him and Mary with then-President
George H.W. Bush. The occasion: the Schmidts' recognition as national tree farmers of the year in 1989.
   The Schmidt tree farm, consisting of about 900 acres of hardwood forest near Bainbridge in southeastern Ohio, 
has been in the family for several generations. It's logged using sustainable methods that allow it to regenerate.
   "I've got a heart-valve problem," Schmidt said with a smile. "Appendix is out ... They won't operate on my knees
because I'm too “mature”. Whatever is left is pretty good." 
   A feature-length documentary on one of SRO Theaters past performers (Johnnie Schmidt!) is currently seeking 
funding to complete and premier by fall 2017. You can help by visiting.....www.SROTheater.org. 

                                                      jblundo@dispatch.com / @JoeBlundo
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To Our Friend.....

John Schmidt
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Every Woodsman Loves Thier Pancakes........
Here's The Story of Aunt Jemima

  Nancy Green was "The original Aunt Jemima” was born into slavery on a plantation in 1834. She was discovered at age 59. The David 
Milling company hired Nancy Green, a black cook, to appear as Aunt Jemima at the Colombian Exposition in Chicago in 1893. 
    Nancy, then 59, worked for a Chicago judge. She was "the real Aunt Jemima" until her death in 1923 when she was struck and killed 
by a car in downtown Chicago Ill. 
   Green is buried in section R3, Lot 291 in one of the oldest sections of Oak Woods Cemetery in Chicago Ill. Located in the northeastern
corner of the 183-acre burial ground,  there are no neoclassical crypts or towering obelisks here. Most of the graves have flat 
headstones, many of which have been eclipsed by grass or covered with dead leaves.
    Anna Short Harrington, worked as Aunt Jemima (#2) for 14 years.  She made enough money to provide not only for her children, 

but also to buy a 22-room house with a bungalow behind it. She rented rooms to boarders.  Anna died in Syracuse in 1955 at the age of 
58. 
    Anna's buried on a single lot in Syracuse NY at the Morningside cemetery, along Comstock Avenue on the hillside that looks toward 
Manley Field House. The bronze marker carries only her name and birth and death dates.

   Rosa Washington Riles    (#3)  1901-1969

    Born Rosa Washington Riles was from Red Oak, Ohio, she was the third popular symbol for the   Quaker Oats Company's Aunt 
Jemima Pancake and Syrup products. Recruited in the late 1930s, she traveled around the country making public appearances playing 
Aunt Jemima until 1948.
    Rosa is buried in the Red Oak Presbyterian Church Cemetery , Redoak Ohio, Brown County. Her monument has her 
picture on it.

   Rosie Moore  (#4) There are discrepancies in Rosie's story during her association with the Quaker Oats 
Company, including the length of time she portrayed the iconic character; some say 17 years, but her headstone says 
25 years.
   The gravesite in the Hammond Colony Cemetary Robertson County, Hearne Texas was declared a 
historical landmark in 1988.

                                                                       Remember this tune??

 “Aunt Jemima pancakes without her syrup....... is like the spring without the fall
There's only one thing worse in this universe....and that's no Aunt Jemima's at all!”

Is it really a hummingbird?

   If you're having trouble identifying a hovering, hummer-like animal - especially if it has yellow 
near its tail, or if it has antennae - it is probably a hawk, clearwing, or sphinx moth. These large 
insects comprise dozens of species of varying coloration and size, but their flight and feeding 
patterns are quite similar to those of hummingbirds. Many of them are active during the day, 
instead of being nocturnal like most moths.
   It has been conjectured that, in a given year, not a square meter of the U.S. or southern Canada 

goes unchecked by hummers in their relentless quest for food. 
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“WILDLIFE HABITAT”
Emily Archibald, private lands wildlife biologist 
will speak at our meeting about wildlife habitat.

Thursday APRIL 13th 
 OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville Road, Piketon, OH. 

Our “carry-in dinner” will be @ 6:15 pm
Brief meeting then the presentation beginning at 7:00 pm

(Building on right side of park lot as you enter)
As usual, bring a dish you wish to share, OR just come and help us eat

what is there.
(We realize that not everyone has time to fix something,
please don’t let that stop you from coming to a meeting!

Sometimes we even have leftovers! Just ask Tim.)

     S.O.F.A.

1864 Shyville Road
Piketon, Ohio 45661

*   Unless otherwise noted, monthly meetings are held the second
Thursday of each month at the OSU South Center, 1864 Shyville

Road, Piketon, OH. Meetings are held in the Endeavor Center

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP
NAME_______________________________________________PHONE____________

ADDRESS_____________________________CITY__________________STATE______

EMAIL_________________________________________________________________
If you own woodland, in which county?______________________Acres Owned___________________
New Member______Renewal______Scholarship Fund Donation $_____________Thank You.

Mail application / renewal & check to Jim Meacham, 4332 St Rt 776, Jackson, Oh 45640  Make check payable
to Southern Ohio Forestland Association (SOFA). Individual $15. Family $25.   Partnership, Association, or

Corporation $25.

Visit us on the web at www.ohiosofa.org


